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Abstract
Thinking about life after college can be exciting. However, for some, it can be a scary and
uncertain time. The focus issue addressed in this Capstone Project is on how to support
undocumented college students better to prepare them for life after graduation. This is an
important issue for undocumented college students because they are working hard to earn their
degrees but cannot get a job in the fields they are prepared for. An evidence-based argument is
made that investment should be made in the future of undocumented students, as they are well
prepared and qualified to take on jobs that have a high demand but cannot approach because of
their immigration status. Considerations of the issue should include the perspectives of a Liberal
Studies academic adviser and a resource specialist for the Undocu-Success program at a public
university, along with a recent non-DACA graduate who is employed and a professor for future
educators. Three themes/action options emerged from an analysis of the data and were explored
as ways to address the issue presented. A call to Congress is argued to be the most effective way
to allow undocumented college graduates to get a job after college, though it takes the longest.
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Doers Not Dreamers: Supporting Undocumented Students After College
In the summer of June 2007, my mom told my three siblings and me that we would travel
to the United States to visit my dad, who lived and worked here already. Little did I know that
shortly after, I would be attending American school as a third grader with no knowledge of
English. My siblings and I had to start fresh, from learning English to making new friends who
would not bully us to speak English with an accent to overcoming learning difficulties. While my
classmates were learning about the Underground Railroad, I learned new vocabulary words and
how to write sentences. Luckily, my third-grade teacher had the utmost patience with me and did
whatever she could to ensure I would pass her class while learning English. Before I knew it, I
would be fluent in Spanish and English. It was because of my third-grade teacher that I knew I
wanted to become a teacher myself. She significantly impacted my life, and I realized I wanted
to do the same for other students.
Knowing that I was born and raised in Mexico, going to an American school felt like this
enormous secret that I had to carry on my shoulders. When I was asked where I was born, I
remember lying to people and saying that I was born in Hanford (the town I live in) because I
was scared that they would make fun of me or ask questions that I would not want to answer. It
did not dawn on me that I was an undocumented student until it was time to fill out financial aid
applications for college. When I asked my mom what my social security number was, I could
still hear the crack in her voice saying, “Mija, you do not have one. You are still an
undocumented immigrant.” I did not really understand what that meant, but luckily my older
sister had already gone through the financial aid process, so I was able to ask her for
clarification. My sister and mom had to explain that instead of having a Social Security Number,
I had an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number or ITIN, which I would have to use instead. I
remember being extremely shy, confessing this information to the staff helping me with my
application. To my surprise, they were unphased as I would not be the first student they come
across in this situation. They explained that instead of filling out the FASFA application, I would
fill out the Dream Act application. However, at this time, I also learned that I could not apply for
jobs like my friends were due to not having a SSN. So, even if I did not want to attend college
and work instead to help out with house expenses, I could not! This was so heartbreaking
because I would see how tired my dad was from working in the fields after a long hot day. That
is when my dad set my priorities straight. He made it very clear to me that he brought us to the
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United States to receive a profound education and move on to higher education for a better future
than we would back in Mexico. He told me, “You worry about your education, and I will worry
about the bills.” Say less, dad!
Since I was still dependent on my parents and my dad was the only one working, my
community college expenses were paid for through the grants I received from the Dream Act.
After I received my Associate’s Degree in Child Development, I learned that I could be a
preschool teacher assistant, which I would have been thrilled with as a job. Unfortunately, that
was not an option because I still lacked the proper documentation to work legally. So transferred
to a University to further my education. I got accepted into CSU Monterey Bay, so I moved to
Salinas with my sister and attended CSUMB. I put myself in the Liberal Studies ITEP program
solely because they had an option for Credentials in Special Education. Did I know what the
ITEP program was? No. Did I understand what credentials meant? No. I just knew I wanted to
go into the Special Education field. Come to find out that the ITEP program is an Integrated
Teacher Education program pathway that combines the requirements for a Liberal Studies degree
and credential courses within one program that allows you to become a teacher in a shorter time
period. I stuck with the program because, in my head, I thought, “Maybe by the time I have my
credentials, I will have some type of documentation that will allow me to work!” Sad to say, that
was not the case once again. By that time, I had become aware of DACA, or Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals, and thought maybe that would be the way I could get a work permit. I soon
learned that I was fifteen days too late to qualify, which was very disappointing. Nimodo, oh
well.
When COVID-19 hit, I moved back to my hometown to save money. As I was learning
remotely, I realized that I would probably have to do my credentials remotely as well. That is
when it all hit me. What is the rush? Why am I trying to finish so fast when I can not even use
my degree or credentials after I graduate? It is tough not to lose enthusiasm for my education
when thoughts like these come to my head, but it is the sad reality that I have to live with. I
would have had to start the credential program Summer of 2021, but I dropped from the program
because of discouragement and decided to go the traditional route. It added an extra semester that
I did not see coming, but if all goes well, I will graduate with my Bachelor’s in the Fall of 2021.
I have decided to take a year off before I go into the credential program to save money somehow
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because I also know that the grants that covered my schooling were only eligible for four years. I
have hopes that Congress will pass an immigration reform or extend the DACA eligibility sooner
rather than later. It is disheartening to know that there is a shortage of teachers, especially SPED
teachers, when more than qualified undocumented students will take any position in a heartbeat.
Usually, we are referred to as Dreamers, but I do not go by that term because that just says that
my dreams can not come true. Impossible! My dreams will come reality one way or another. I
am not a Dreamer; I am a doer who does not give up.
Literature Review
When I was in high school, I received a reality check. All of my classmates were
applying for FAFSA, and when I was completing the application and got to the question where it
asked for a Social Security Number (SSN), I asked my mom if she could give me mine. She told
me, “Mija, you do not have a SSN; you are undocumented.” I thought to myself, “how am I
going to apply for college? Who is going to help me pay for it?”. Suddenly, it dawned on me that
even applying for a job; there was a little box that asked for those 9 digits. I turned in many job
applications with that part blank, and I did not get any calls from those places. Being
undocumented is challenging. I pay for taxes knowing that I will likely never see those earnings
when I retire. Undocumented status is a nightmare, a never-ending nightmare. What will happen
when I finish my college education, obtain my teaching credential, and am ready to apply for
jobs?
What is the Problem?
More than 450,000 undocumented students are pursuing higher education in the United
States. Among the 450,000 students, 216,000 (48%) are DACA-eligible students (Feldblum,
Hubbard, Lim, Penichet-Paul, & Siegel, 2020). So, what about the remaining 234,000 (52%)
students who do not qualify for DACA, myself included? Before we go in-depth about this issue,
it is important to elucidate some key terms and abbreviations. According to Immigrants Rising
(n.d), to be an undocumented immigrant means to reside in “any given country without legal
documentation. It includes people who entered the U.S. without inspection and proper
permission from the government, and those who entered with a legal visa that is no longer valid”
(para. 1). Undocumented immigrants who arrived in the U.S. as children and, have resided and
gone to school ever since, and have big dreams, hopes, and aspirations for their future are
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identified as “DREAMers.” This term derives from a bill proposed to Congress in 2001, called
the DREAM Act, which would grant Dreamers the opportunity to lawful status and, ultimately,
citizenship (Petts, 2021). However, it has failed to pass into law after being introduced to
Congress at least ten times since 2001 (Petts, 2021). But not all hope is lost! A recent version of
the DREAM Act was approved by the House of Representatives on March 18, 2021, and is
awaiting Senate approval (Petts, 2021). On the bright side, there is legal protection from
deportation for some undocumented youth who meet the requirements through a program called
DACA, or “Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals.” Recipients of this program are eligible for
work authorization and other benefits but have to renew their application with USCIS every two
years and does not provide them with lawful permanent status (U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services, para. 1). It is important to note that as of July 16, 2021, the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Texas closed the DACA policy by saying that it was “illegal.” (U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services, para. 1). Meaning, the Department for Homeland
Security, or DHS, is prohibited from accepting new applications or granting requests for
employment authorization. The one program that granted undocumented youth, who qualified, a
work permit and protection from deportation is not an option for them anymore.
Why is it an issue?
Undocumented youth are brought to the U.S. involuntarily from their home country at a
young age, attend school and learn English as a second language, graduate from high school, and
some move on to higher education and eventually graduate with a degree. However, through this
entire journey, lots of adversity and limitations must be faced before fully participating in
American society for Dreamers (Eusebio & Mendoza, 2015). Every state has different laws
concerning tuition rates, enrollment, and state financial aid for Dreamers. So for the purpose of
this paper, California will be the main focus. But one thing is true nationwide: “all
undocumented students are ineligible for federal financial aid, including grants, work-study, and
government loans” (Eusebio & Mendoza, 2015, p. 2 ). Luckily, undocumented students who
reside in California could be exempt from paying nonresident tuition and may apply and obtain
state financial aid at qualifying private and public colleges through the California Nonresident
Tuition Exemption Bill, or more commonly known as AB 540. If all requirements are met, a CA
Dream Act Application is filled out for financial aid consideration such as Cal Grants, Chafee
Grant, “Blue and Gold Opportunity” Grants (UC), State University grants (CSU), CA College
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Promise Grant, and private scholarships (California Student Aid Commission, 2019). There is
one restraint when being awarded a Cal Grant, “you may receive up to the equivalent of four
years of full-time grant payments” (Cal Grants, n.d., para. 18). Meaning, a Senior in college
receiving this aid can not receive further financial help unless enrolled in an approved credential
program or five-year undergraduate program. Not to mention, the majority of private
scholarships require U.S. citizenship or legal residence, which some undocumented students do
not have. Sure, 216,000 undocumented students benefit from DACA by being provided with a
Social Security Number that allows them to work and apply for scholarships, but what about the
remaining 234,000 undocumented students? After working hard to earn their degree and
graduate, their future job is unknown due to lack of documentation. Gonzales’s (2011, as cited in
Muñoz, 2016) research on the transition of undocumented youth into adulthood found that “...
undocumented students may learn of the limitations of their legal status when attempting to
obtain employment...” (para. 5). It is fact that DACA and undocumented students are not looking
for “handouts or entitlements,” contrarily, they are eager in receiving the “same opportunities as
other students who have also earned them by studying hard and preparing themselves for
college” (Eusebio & Mendoza, 2015, p. 6). This point was also made that advocates for
Dreamers, “Miriam Feldblum, the Co-Founder and Executive Director of Presidents’ Alliance,
stated, “This new data represents a clarion call to Congress--with almost half a million
undocumented students enrolled in our nation’s higher education institutions, it is incumbent
upon Congress to prioritize opportunity for future cohorts.”
(https://www.presidentsalliance.org/press/new-report-more-than-450000-undocumented-students
-enrolled-in-colleges-universities-in-united-states, 2020, para. 3). Congress has the power to
change the life of almost half a million students (and counting). We are the future of this country.
What Should Be Done?
The disheartening reality stated by Petts (2021) is that, “we can’t be certain what the
future holds or whether Dreamers will ever become U.S. citizens” (para. 17). Although the 2021
DREAM Act has been passed in the House of Representatives, the Senate has not voted on the
Act and it is unknown when it will happen. Since the Senate is evenly split between Democrats
and Republicans, it is also hard to tell what the decision will be because most of the Republican
party does not support most immigration reforms, the DREAM Act included. Feldblum (2020), a
supporter of undocumented students, calls on Congress to make change:
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Congress must expand federal financial aid to undocumented students, including grants,
loans, and work-study, and fully invest in immigrant students who continue to contribute
and persevere in the face of significant adversity. Our communities and our nation need
these students more than ever. (Para. 3)
Gonzales (2020) stated:
Whether they are DACA beneficiaries pursuing medical careers or adult learners
studying at local community colleges, undocumented students have made untold
contributions to our society, local communities, and their families. New estimates by the
New American Economy & Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration
bring the scope of this population, as well as its contributions, into clear focus. While the
DACA-eligible population has received considerable attention, much less is known about
those undocumented immigrants belonging to different age demographics, but who
pursue higher education, nevertheless. (Para. 4)
For Dreamers who do not qualify for DACA, their options are very limited. One of them
is working for themselves by having their own business or being an independent contractor. It is
contradicting that federal and state laws often do not require proof of immigrant status in order to
open a personal business or gain compensation for goods and services, yet undocumented
business owners still have to income taxes or self employment taxes to the convenience of the
economy of the United States. All that is needed is a Social Security Number or what most
undocumented immigrants have, an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN). The
difference between an employee and an independent contractor according to Perez (n.d.) is that
“the person paying an independent contractor has the right to control or direct only the result of
the work and not what will be done and how it will be done. The independent contractor may be
paid an hourly rate or a flat fee” (p. 30). However, Perez points out that federal law forbids the
employer from hiring an independent contractor to provide their services if they are aware that
the contractor can not lawfully work in the United States (p. 30). Not to mention undocumented
students who have the career goal of, for example, a teacher, can not be their own boss as they
must follow employer instructions about when, where, and how to work, have a continuing
relationship with the employer, and be supplied with significant tools and materials by the
employer (Perez, n.d.).
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Wisell (2020) also supports undocumented students voicing that:
Community colleges often serve as the major gateway to further post-secondary
opportunities, with many undocumented students actively training to fill critical skills
shortages in health, STEM, teaching, and business fields. Now more than ever, we can
and must support these students in every way. An investment in their future is an
investment in our nation’s future. (Para. 6).
One thing that dawns on me is that there are shortages in the fields mentioned above, and
there are plenty of Dreamers who are ready to go and fill those positions! But there is this big
wall standing in the way of filling these positions. So it is crazy to me, why would Congress not
want to fill these positions? Why not give Dreamers the opportunity to contribute and boost the
economy? As Wisell says, it is an investment.
Conclusion
Dreamers face an uncertain future in this country. Those that are without DACA status
face being deported at any given point, including me. College education, dreams, life, and future
here in the United States could be taken away in the blink of an eye. But in the face of adversity,
we do not give up, we do not succumb to those who do not believe we have a right to be here.
Dreamers have found a way to fight against the current and continue to pursue higher education,
even with severe financial limitations. Furthermore, it is time for Congress to take action for the
future of students like me, students that have the dream of fulfilling the American Dream.
Method
For this Capstone Project, the researchers investigated how students, support staff, and
teachers view what options and resources are available for students that are non-DACA
recipients, what their future may look like after college, and what they think could be done to
improve it. Based on an analysis of the data and the relevant research literature, the researchers
used what they had learned to formulate an action that responds to better prepare these graduates
for their future in a way that inspires, informs, or involves a particular audience.
Context
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Four interviews were conducted at different locations. The first researcher interviewed
two participants along with the second researcher. These interviews were performed at the
convenience of the researcher and interviewee.
Karla
The oldest public university on the west coast.
Polytechnic State University in California.
Fatima
CSU Oceanside1 is a public university located near the beach on a former military base. Both
staff members have their offices on campus. The Resource Specialist for the Undocu-Success
Program has their office in the Student Services Building. The Academic Advisor and Special
Programs Coordinator occupy an office in the Liberal Studies building. The university has
approximately 204 identified undocumented students but is likely an underestimated number.
Participants and Participant Selection
We invited four students, teachers, and support staff, to participate in this study to get
their point of view. This group of prospective participants was invited to participate because of
their relevant experience, expertise, and knowledge in knowing the struggles and challenges of
what it is like being a non-DACA college student.
Karla
A.Hernandez. A non-DACA college graduate from a California State University. She
will provide her experience as an undocumented student and what happened after she graduated.
C. Ahearn. A teacher at a Polytechnic State University in California. She teaches a class
to future educators.
Fatima
S. Kingsley. A Special Programs Coordinator and Teacher Pathway Program Advisor at a
California State University.
M. L. Cabrera. A Resource Specialist for the Undocu-Success Program at a California
1

The names of people, places, and organizations are pseudonyms to protect anonymity.
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State University.
Researchers
Karla. This topic is meaningful to me because I am an undocumented student, and I am a
non-DACA. There are many students that are in this situation. I think it is unfair that these
students are allowed to go to college and pay large amounts of money for tuition, books,
housing, and many more college-related expenses, and yet they are not going to be able to get a
job in the career they picked. These non-DACA students like myself are well prepared and
qualified to be in a position within our expert field. Since I am experiencing this first hand, I feel
like I am a little biased, but only because I want a fair opportunity for all undocumented college
students.
Fatima. This topic is personally meaningful to me because I am an undocumented
student who is about to graduate with my Bachelor’s Degree yet will not be able to put it to use
because of my legal status. I am sure there are ways for us non-DACA students to be able to
work and use our degree, but we are unaware and scared to ask. Many undocumented students,
like myself, would love nothing more than to do what we put our time, effort, and money into.
We know that we are more than qualified for these positions but just do not have the proper
documentation to do so. I am similar to my community partners in the way that we all want to
help others. I feel similar to M. L. Cabrera more because they know the struggles that I go
through and understand in-depth the position that I am in. I am different from my participants
because they get to do what they are passionate about as a living, and myself, not yet. Since I feel
very strongly about the topic, I feel like some bias might appear. I am seeking answers but have
to remember to remain neutral.
Semi-Structured Interview and Survey Questions
For this project, four different people served as participants and will be asked the same interview
questions. The questions are shared below.
1. What do you know about non-DACA college students? What do you see as the
challenges for these students? What are you most concerned about when it comes
to their future after college?
2. What is currently being done to help the non-DACA college - by whom - and
what are the strengths and weaknesses of these efforts?
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3. What do you think should be done about these non-DACA college students who
are not guaranteed a job after graduation?
4. What do you think are the challenges to doing something for non-DACA college
students regarding their resources to help them succeed after graduation?
5.

Is there anything else that you would like to say about non-DACA college
students and/or the improvement of their future?

Procedure
All participants were interviewed. Participants were recruited according to their relevant
experience with un-DACA-mented students. All interviews were done individually via Zoom or
a phone call to allow for follow-up questions to unclear, interesting, or unexpected responses. All
interviews were scheduled at the convenience of the interviewee and took approximately 30
minutes to an hour to complete, were audio-recorded (with participant consent), and took place
in a comfortable manner and in a relaxing situation, where interruptions and distractions were
minimized.
Data Analysis
Transcribed interviews were coded and analyzed for emergent themes.
Results
For this Capstone Project, a Liberal Studies academic adviser and a resource specialist for
the Undocu-Success program at a public university were interviewed, along with a recent
non-DACA graduate who is employed and a professor for future educators to see what they think
could be done to improve the lives of undocumented students after college. This is important
because undocumented college students put in their time, money, and effort to earn their degrees
but cannot get a job in the fields they are prepared for after graduation due to a lack of
documentation. Based on an analysis of the data and the relevant research literature three themes
emerged (see Table 1). Evidence-based decision-making required evaluating each potential
Action Option by the following criteria: the time required; effectiveness, and accessibility. The
time required for each action is important to consider, as some may take a longer time than
others. The effectiveness of the actions is also taken into consideration to determine how
successful the action would be. Lastly, accessibility is an important factor to take into account as
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some actions may be out of our control and others are harder to access. Based on the evaluation
of each Action Option an action will be recommended and justified.
Table 1
Evaluation of Action Options
Time Required

Effectiveness

Access

Call to Congress

High

High

Low

Independent Contract

Medium

High

Medium

Connecting with

Low

High

Medium/High

Undocumented
Community

Call to Congress
The sad reality that undocumented students face is that in order for change to happen, it
has to occur at the Congress level. Though it takes the most amount of time and has the lowest
accessibility, it is something that Congress must prioritize in the future. This theme emerged
from the literature research to the interview data. As Feldblum mentions, “This new data
represents a clarion call to Congress--with almost half a million undocumented students enrolled
in our nation’s higher education institutions, it is incumbent upon Congress to prioritize
opportunity for future cohorts”
(https://www.presidentsalliance.org/press/new-report-more-than-450000-undocumented-students
-enrolled-in-colleges-universities-in-united-states, 2020). Congress has the power to change the
lives of almost half a million students, especially after a Texas judge rescinded DACA. DACA
was the one thing that provided people, who qualified, a work permit and protection from
deportation, but now, undocumented youth do not even have that option. One interviewee
pointed out that, “There have been too many promises made and not enough action has been
done. I have a lot of students/family members who were really hopeful when Biden took
presidency for the very least for DACA to be re-open. Which he did but a Texas judge blocked it
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down.” (M. Cabrera, personal communication, November 8, 2021). The interviewee went on to
reflect on undocumented students, “What are we doing for non-DACA? How are we going to
help them? And it really comes down to well what is the top doing? And if the top is not doing
anything, what resource level do we have as community workers? What is it that we can best put
forth out there? Sometimes what we are able to best put forth is just not enough. It never feels
like enough” (M. Cabrera, personal communication, November 8, 2021). Not only is this
frustrating for undocumented students, but for community workers as well who work directly
with this group and know and see the struggles, they go through. With laws constantly changing,
it is hard to properly advise students because they do not want to give out the wrong information
(S. Kingsley, personal communication. November 8, 2021). The academic adviser interviewee
continued to reflect on undocumented students, “I have also noticed my non-DACA students
being so patient, so honorable through the whole process-- like I get upset, I get angry but they
are like it is okay, I will just wait it out, I will figure it out. They are very very perseverant and I
am inspired by them. I am humbled by them as well.” (S. Kingsley, personal communication.
November 8, 2021). A lot of change needs to be done in order to support undocumented
students, from expanding federal financial aid like grants, loans, and work-study to a potential
work permit. The college professor who was interviewed exclaims, “The government needs a
solid solution so these people do not live in uncertainty” (College professor, personal
communication, November 27, 2021). It is clear that an investment in undocumented students’
future is an investment in the nation’s future.
Independent Contract
Employment options for undocumented students who do not qualify for DACA are very
minimal. An undocumented student could use their degree and potentially set up their own
business after they graduate, or offer their services as an independent contractor. It scored a
medium, or average, amount of time required on the evaluation table because it is just a matter
of businesses being informed on what independent contracting is and how they are able to hire
that way. This was the case for a recent undocumented graduate from a California University
who was interviewed. The graduate devoted their time to a clinic they continuously volunteered
at to the point where they felt frustrated. They mentioned, “I was getting frustrated. I was putting
in all my time. I asked them if they could hire me or help me out. They told me they were going
to look into it.” (Graduate student, personal communication, November 27, 2021). Luckily, the
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clinic was able to hire the interviewee as an independent contractor and they mention being
“thrilled…I feel like I was lucky to get hired but I know others are not as lucky and their
situation is more complicated.” (Graduate Student, personal communication, November 27,
2021). This complication comes around for undocumented students who have the career goal of,
for example, a teacher. They are not able to work for themselves, or as an independent contractor,
as they must follow employer instructions about when, where, and how to work, have a
continuing relationship with the employer, and is supplied with significant tools and materials by
the employer (Perez, n.d., p. 32). It is also important to note that under federal law, “it is illegal
to knowingly employ unauthorized workers in the United States” (A guide to working for
yourself - immigrants rising). For this reason, it scored a medium, or average, on the evaluation
table. Even offering your services as an independent contractor while being undocumented is
risky. All it takes is for the employer to find out or ask about your legal status for them to refuse
your services so they do not get in trouble by the law. Being an independent contractor is one of
the few options that undocumented students have that would be highly effective for not only the
student but the economy and businesses as well. The resource specialist for the Undocu-Success
Program that was interviewed mentions, “Independent contracting is selling your skillset, you are
worth what you’re asking for. Knowing that your skillset is needed and valuable, how do you
throw your pitch out there? When the opportunities aren’t set for you, you have to create them”
(M. Cabrera, personal communication, November 8, 2021). Undocumented students have to be
doers, not dreamers. We have to make our dreams come true, one way or another.
Connecting with Undocumented Community
California is home to more than two million undocumented immigrants who are
surviving one way or another. Connecting with the undocumented community was a highly
emphasized theme across the interviews performed. The time required for this theme scored low
because all it takes is for students to reach out to other undocumented students whether that be
through social media, friends of friends, or through the Undocu-Success Program at the
University. The only downside to this is how to approach this community without targeting them.
That is a problem that the academic adviser who was interviewed had. Kingsley does not feel
comfortable asking students if they are non-DACA, “I don’t want to target them, but I want to
tell them about these events with the Undocu-Success Program, but how do I communicate this
information to them without targeting them” (S. Kingsley, personal communication. November
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8, 2021). This is also an issue that the recent undocumented graduate stated, “It was hard to find
a sense of community but I was able to connect with other undocumented students throughout
the years. Sometimes I felt out of place but slowly I found others that were in the same situation
as me” (Graduate student, personal communication, November 27, 2021). The academic adviser
brought up an interesting idea during the interview, “Wouldn’t that be cool if the University did a
job fair for our non-daca students. Where we have representatives from different companies and
different industries who spoke about how did they get a job, what do you say when you first get
started and forming those connections.” (S. Kingsley, personal communication. November 8,
2021). Surely, it is all about having different connections, and the way you create those is by
getting out there and staying connected with this community. The resource specialist for the
Undocu-Success program supports this as well by saying:
Really network with other non-DACA entrepreneurs, get familiar with the resources that
are out there already from individual organizations like Immigrants Rising or United We
Dream. There are so many resources out there, but I would also say social media is the
best way to connect with people today. I would say follow the folks that are their whole
existence is an inspiration and they weren’t just given the opportunities. They created
them for themselves. They’re doers. Get familiar with the resources that are available to
you and once you do, share what you know. Where we fall short is when we find a way,
we keep it to ourselves, or we don’t think it’s valuable information to share when it really
is. It could be really helpful for someone else to know how you’re doing things or how
you’re navigating your job search or your business project, or maybe making different
connections/collaborations. (Personal Communication. November 8, 2021).
We, the undocumented community, have one thing in common, and that is that we all want a
better future for ourselves and to make our families proud.
Conclusion
Based on the three options presented, we found that Call to Congress and connecting with
the undocumented community are our strongest recommendations. We believe that a call to
congress is necessary in order to have a clear decision on the future of these college students. We
also believe that by building a stronger community could be beneficial for students so that they
could show their support to one another, share resources, etc. The following section will discuss
the concessions, limitations, and possible negative outcomes associated with this action option.
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Concessions. Our recommendation of Call to Congress and connecting with the
undocumented community for action should not discredit the valuable strengths of the other
alternative. The option of an independent contractor has been proved to be the solution for some
of these students. Based on an interview with a college graduate she stated the following,” I feel
like I was lucky to get hired but I know others aren’t as lucky..” (Graduate student, personal
communication, November 27, 2021). In her case, thanks to the clinic that she was hired at she
was able to get a job in the field that she prepared for four years. Unlike the other options, the
independent contract option will help right away for those students that are able to get hired with
this contract. If more businesses/jobs would offer the opportunity to these students to get hired
with this contract it would be a tremendous help. Additionally, we believe that this option needs
to be more available and the public needs to familiarize themselves with this contract because it
can change an undocumented student’s life. It is clear that this option is the solution to this issue
but unfortunately for only a few.
Limitations. While choosing the option of a call to Congress and connecting with the
undocumented community as our recommendation for the best solution, we understand that there
are some limitations that should be considered. One of the biggest limitations will be time. In
order for Congress to come up with a plan to give all undocumented college students the
opportunity to work in the field, they are prepared for can take up years. There will have to be a
lot of work behind the scenes to be able to present this idea to Congress. Once the idea is
presented we have to understand that the final decision will be out of our hands and only hope
that the final decision will be in our favor. A limitation for the option of connecting with the
undocumented community will be if the students feel comfortable gathering. There are clubs at
different universities that their purpose is to help with resources for this community however,
many students may be exposing their immigration status. Although these limitations exist, the
undocumented community is still persevering and hoping for a positive change in their favor.
Potential negative outcomes. For our options, there are potential negative outcomes to
consider. For example, a call to congress can take up years before the government can come up
with a solution that will help all undocumented students. Another negative outcome to consider
will be if Congress decides to take action that will go against the undocumented community. The
government is very unpredictable when it comes to making decisions that involve immigrants
therefore, the only thing left to do is hope for a decision in favor. In our recommendations, we
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also included building a strong community and there are potential negative outcomes for this
option that need to be taken into consideration as well. A potential negative outcome is hate
crime or racism. This community could be targeted by those who are anti-immigrants. We live in
a society where unfortunately in the recent past years there have been many injustices being done
to minority groups. The undocumented college students community is not an exception either.
We also have to consider that many students might feel frightened by sharing their immigration
status and therefore rather not share with anyone making it more difficult to build a bigger
community for support.
Conclusion. Given the three options above, we strongly believe that a mixture of a Call
to Congress along with connecting with the undocumented community will be the most effective
and beneficial for all undocumented college students. Despite the limitations, concessions, and
potential negative outcomes, the mixture of these options can do a lot to benefit these students.
Both of these options based on the criteria they were evaluated on, were found to have a high
level of effectiveness. Having a sense of belonging and building a stronger community can help
the students by motivating them to continue pursuing their higher education. It helps by
increasing the share of resources and support. If congress makes a clear decision on the future of
these students in their favor it could help all undocumented students to finally put their degrees
to use. For these substantiating reasons, the mix of these two actions rises above the other as the
best solutions moving forward.
Action Documentation
The focus issue addressed in this Capstone Project is on supporting undocumented
college students better to prepare them for life after graduation. This is an important issue for
undocumented college students because they are working hard to earn their degrees but cannot
get a job in the fields they are prepared for. For this Capstone Project, a Liberal Studies academic
adviser and a resource specialist for the Undocu-Success program at a public university were
interviewed, along with a recent non-DACA graduate who is employed and a professor for future
educators to see what they think could be done to improve the lives of undocumented students
after college. Three themes emerged based on an analysis of the data and the relevant research
literature. The first option is a Call to Congress since Congress is the only one who can extend
DACA requirements or come out with an immigration reform that would help not only
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undocumented students but the undocumented community as a whole. The second option was the
possibility of becoming an independent contractor after graduation. This means having your own
business, being your own boss, or offering your services to other companies or communities. The
last option was to connect with the undocumented community to get ideas on how others are
doing it. Not only that, but to also get familiar with resources that are already out there from
individual organizations. We implemented two action options, including a call to Congress and
getting connected with the undocumented community. We chose both options because Congress
is the only hope that undocumented students have for change to occur. Only Congress has the
power to change the lives of millions of undocumented people for the better. Connecting with the
undocumented community is also a critical action to implement so that we (the undocumented
community) can support and get ideas from one another.
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Image 1. The flyer that was emailed out to the Undocu-Success Specialist for her to forward to
undocumented students who might be interested and encourage them to participate.
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We decided to participate in this survey to connect with the undocumented community.
By doing so, our experiences and others would help create resources for the undocumented
community.

Image 2. Proof that we are keeping up with the survey that is to be completed within the time
frame of three months.
We became aware of this survey by the resource specialist for the Undocu-Success
Program via e-mail. Image 1 shows the flyer emailed to the specialist, and she forwarded it to
those in the Undocu-Success Program. We thought this survey aligned perfectly with our
Capstone Project and one of the action themes, connecting with the undocumented community,
that emerged from the interviews. We reached out to Monica Cornejo, an undocumented Ph.D.
student conducting the paid survey with Professor Jennifer Kam from UC Santa Barbara, via
e-mail. That is where she sends us the link to the survey. Some of the questions were a little
unexpected as they were a bit personal, but the goal of our answers was to get more insights into
our experiences so that resources could be developed from them. So, we went along with it and
responded as best we could. The survey was a little time-consuming because it asked various
questions, and we wanted to answer as honestly as we could. We are happy to be working toward
change, even if it is as little as completing the survey. We know that our answers and experiences
will help Monica Cornejo and Professor Jennifer Kam increase resources, support, and wellbeing
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for undocumented students. Now that we are done with our college experience, it is only fitting
that we share our experiences for future undocumented students so that they have as many
resources and support as they can get. United, we all rise.
Critical Reflection
From this project, I have learned to appreciate and love myself more in comparison to the
beginning of the semester. I feel like I have underestimated myself throughout my entire college
experience that I never really took the time to stop and pat myself on the back. I came from
another country unwillingly and learned an entirely new language at a young age. I have always
been an A-B student throughout elementary school, middle school, high school, and college. I
give myself props for that because it has not been easy! Even though the chances of putting my
degrees to use after I graduate are low, I have received a profound education that no one will
ever take away from me. My parent’s number one goal for bringing my siblings and me to the
United States was for us to receive a better education and future than we would back in Mexico.
It is safe to say that I have fulfilled that goal and have made them more than proud, which was
my number one goal. It is up to me to see what I can do with my degree; whether that be offering
tutoring services, volunteering at schools, or even babysitting, I will create my own opportunities
and be a doer. I have also learned that staff at the college level are very fond of undocumented
students and want to see them succeed. The academic adviser told me how much I opened her
eyes and how revolutionary our interview went because of how open I was with her. I think the
adviser now has a better idea of how scary it is for students to speak up about our status because
we do not know how they will react. Still, I can tell she wants to help, so I hope that I gave her
some insights into approaching my community without targeting them. Along with the academic
adviser, the resource specialist for the Undocu-Success program made clear how she stands with
the undocumented community. She does so by constantly emailing us about resources she comes
across, legal help, workshops for different things, sharing paid surveys, or being there for
financial aid guidance. Sharing that I am an undocumented student to the world is very scary, but
it is also a Capstone Project that I have never heard of a student doing before. This is my way of
working toward change by pointing out the issue and how I am personally affected by it. It is
unfair that plenty of undocumented students work hard for their degree when their future job is
uncertain. We are perseverant in what we want, and we hope that change occurs sooner rather
than later.
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Synthesis and Integration
Like I mentioned earlier, my education is something that no one will ever take away from
me. The Liberal Studies MLOs, the required coursework, and this project have contributed to
that education and have impacted me professionally. Even though I will not be able to become a
public educator just yet, I know that I am a step closer to fulfilling that position whenever the
laws do change, and I have CSUMB to thank for that. Starting with MLO 1: Developing
Educator, I can think, write, and speak critically about all the compositions of being a public
educator in the classroom, school, and community. MLO 2: Diversity and Multicultural Scholar
is a learning outcome I really gained insights from different courses like Education Issues &
Latino Community and Social Foundations of Multicultural Education. In those courses, we
examined issues, problems, and solutions to schooling, which this learning outcome mentions,
for students to examine the value of diversity and multiculturalism critically. Additionally, MLO
4: Social Justice Collaborator is a learning outcome that I feel CSUMB felt strongly about. I was
able to combine disciplinary knowledge, community experience, and reflective practice to
become an ethically and socially responsible educator working toward a just and sustainable
world from different courses like linguistics courses, Service Learning in Public Schools, Service
Learning for Social Change in Education, and from this Action Research Project as well. I am
grateful that CSUMB requires service learning because it allowed me to look at what being in the
classroom is like and reflect on how students interact with one another. We live in a time where
teaching for social justice is crucial to ensure that all students feel heard, feel safe, and feel like
they are more than capable of succeeding. The Action Research Project falls under this learning
outcome. I identified the issue that undocumented students face after they graduate from college
and pursued a path for social change by encouraging others to sign petitions and attend trainings
that aim to help the undocumented community. I contributed to a survey that would help create
resources and support for the undocumented community. Lastly, thanks to my time as an
undergraduate at CSUMB, I have fully mastered the final learning outcome, MLO 5: Subject
Matter Generalist. I have demonstrated competency in subject area content by passing all the
required courses with a B or better. I have completed a coherent depth of study for successful
practice in California public education through projects and essays done in different classes
throughout my time at CSUMB. To become the professional that I envision myself being, I need
to remain hopeful that change will occur for Undocumented Students so that we can put our
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degrees to use, whether that be giving us a work permit or extending the DACA requirements.
Until then, I have no rush in completing my credentials. If I see that no change is taking place,
my next necessary steps to become the professional that I envision myself being is to go through
with getting my credentials in Early Childhood Special Education and becoming my own boss by
offering families who have children with disabilities one-to-one therapy time with their child or
potentially opening up a daycare that is strictly for toddlers with disabilities. My one goal at the
end of this is to be the change in a toddler’s life.
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